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ARE YOU 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO? 





DENSHICHIRO 
Z. BE HONEST TO| fe 
‘A FAULT, BUT | uggs sel 


HAVE SASAKI 
KOJIRO 
FIGHT IN 

HIS STEAD. 





IM 
SORRY, 


4 KURANDO. I Vee 
NEVER TOLD > 
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THIS 
KOJIRO... 


IS HE A 
FORMIDABLE | 
ie FIGHTER, }: 
UEDA? 
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DENSHICHIRO 
WAS BEATEN 
NEAR TO 








BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
COMPLETELY 
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MUST BE 
TO INVITE SKILLED IN THE 


KOJIRO WAY OF THE 
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FINALLY 
MEET 
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SASAKI 
KOJIRO. 
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DENSHI- 
CHIRO 
SENSEI! 





RISKS AND 
GAINS. 
































MUST PULL 
YOURSELF 





























































TM NOT 
SHAKING 


SINCE WE 
WERE KIDS, 
YOU WERE 
so 
STRONG. 
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west br Pr 

















BIG AND 
STRONG was 
KIDS. WE HAD STRONG 2 


DATING THAT 
YOU SCARED 
EVERYONE 
AWAY. 












WE 
WERE 
STILL 

FRIENDS... 





BUT 
LITTLE 
By LITTLE, 
I COULDN'T 
YOU SEE, UNDERSTAND 
TAKEZO. WHAT YOU 
WERE 
THINKING 
ANYMORE. 










I WANTED 


TAKEZO 
AND 
MATAHACHI... C4 










THAT'S 
HOW I 
ALWAYS 
WANTED IT 
TO BE. 







THATS WHY 
I TURNED MY 
BACK ON MY 

FAMILY TO 
FIGHT IN THE 
_. BATTLE 

OF 





THIS IS © 
WHAT I 



















THIS 
PERSON 
..HE’S THE STANDING 
PERSONI- BEFORE 
FICATION ME... 
OF WHAT 


I'VE WANTED 
TO BE ALL # 
MY LIFE. 








EXACTLY 
fc LIKE HIM. 








SASAKI, SIR, 
WE INVITE 


| YOU TO OUR 
SCHOOL FOR 
INSTRUCTION 








THIS 
ISNT | 
WORKING... 









MIIKE! WE 
CANT 
WELCOME 
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\/ IT MAY SNOW ¥¥ 
THE DAY AFTER 
TOMORROW 
TOO-FOR 
THE DAY 
OF THE 




















DON'T 


3 ‘ad WORRY, 
HAS A LONG jp. OMITSU. 
CAREER AHEAD i! Zz 
OF HIM AS &£ 
THE HEAD 
OF THIS 
SCHOOL. 
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KOJIRO! . 
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IF you 
KILL EVERY 
- LAST ONE 
OF THEM... 


YOSHIOKA 

WILL HAVE 

NO CHOICE 
BUT TO 


ALREADY 

REALIZES 
HE'S NO 
MATCH 





THE 
LOSERS 
ARE HAUNTED 
BY THEIR 
DEFEATS... 


THEY 
HAVE TO 
KEEP 
MOVING 


FORWARD!! 











WHY WAS 
Iso 


PASSIONATE 
IN. TELLING 
KOJIRO 
ALL THAT? 


EXPRESSED 


HIS 
}, GRATITUDE... fs 


IN ANY CASE, 
IT GAVE THE 
APPEARANCE 
THAT KOJIRO 
WAS 
LISTENING 








§ AND THAT 
STIRRED UP 









































































































































SASAKI 
KOJIRO 
OF THE 
GANRYII 
STYLE 
STANDS 
BEFORE 
YOU! 








THOUGH 
SOME 
OF YOU 
SACRIFICED 
YOUR LIVES 
TO BRING 
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KOJIRO... 
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UNFORTUNATE C 
AS THEIR FATES $i ah] 
WERE, THEY = [UL 
WERE THE ONES 
WHO ATTACKED 
KOJIRO! 
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THIS 
IS HOW 
I MIGHT 
MAKE A 
NAME 


FOR 
MYSELF. 


HAVE THE 
TRUMP 





..AND THEN 
YOU HAVE THE 
AUDACITY TO 

BARGE IN ON US 
LIKE THIS. BE 
PREPARED TO PAY 
FOR YOUR 
INSOLENCE. 











SASAKI 
KOJIRO 
WON'T 
LISTEN TO 
ANYONE 
BUT ME. 








. WE 
HAVE NO 
BUSINESS 

WITH 
YOU! 








HM? 























WE'RE 
ONLY 
INTERESTED 
IN SASAKI 


WE HAVE 
NOTHING 
TO SAY 
TO THE 
LIKES OF 





KOJIRO 
CAN 
NEITHER 
SPEAK... 


SO HELL 
NEVER 
UNDERSTAND 
WHATEVER 
BUSINESS IT 
IS YOU HAVE 








COULD BE 


THE FIRST 
RUNG UP THE 
LADDER TO 
SUCCESS! 


FIRST, TLL 

HAVE HIM 

PROMOTED == 
AS A : 














BUT THE 


IF I STICK WITH 
KOJIRO, WELL 
EVENTUALLY BE 
OFFERED A 
POSITION TO 
SERVE A DAIMYO. 


AND THAT 
WILL INDEED 
BE A ONCE- 
IN-A-LIFETIME 

OPPORTUNITY! 


TAKEZO! 


NOW I CAN 
CATCH 
uP TO YOU 





































EVENTUALLY 
TLL BECOME 
MORE FAMOUS 
AND MIGHTIER 
THAN YOU... 


WE W/LL 
MEET 
AGAIN 

SOMEDAY. 


AND THE 
WEIGHT 
ON MY 

SHOULDERS 
WILL BE 








































































































| HE DOESNT 
RECOGNIZE 
ME BECAUSE 
WE DIDN'T 
FIGHT 






























































WE KNOW 

KOJIRO IS 

DEAF AND 
MUTE. 


COMMUNI- 
CATE WITH 
KOJIRO? 









WED LIKE HIM j 
TO SHARE HIS y ! : WE WOULD 
EXPERTISE WITH US. ) a LIKE TO 
TO SHARE THE 1 LIM HERE 
TECHNIQUES OF 
AN OUR SCHOOL 
EXCHANGE WITH HIM. 
OF SWORD 
TECHNIQUES 
IF YOU 
WILL. 













AND SAITO 
WERE 
KILLED, 


SCOLNDRELS 
AREN'T 
WORTH IT. WE 
DON'T NEED 
A STAND-IN 
FIGHTER! 








INNOT 
7 AVENGE HIS 
FALLEN 


fl) (1 A MAN 
SI 













































































RECONSIDER 
/ OUR INVITATION 
TO BE A GUEST 

INSTRUCTOR 


SASAKI 
KOUJIRO. 
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4 WE TOOK IT 
UPON RSE ES 
= To 
WHAT'S HAD TO SAY. BECAUSE you 
| WRONG WE WEREN'T WERE LOOKING 
WITH YOU LOOKING FOR FOR KOJIRO. 


MIIKE WAS 
THE ONE WHO 
DREW HIS SWORD 
ON KOJIRO. YOU 
CANT BLAME US 

FOR THAT. } 





LOOK, 
THE MIGHTY 
UEDA RYOHEI 

IS ON HIS 


CAN GET 
UP Now. 





EXPLAIN 
EVERYTHING 
TO 
KOJIRO. 
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MUST GO 
— THROUGH 
S ME, SASAKI 
vk KOUJIRO, 
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TALK TO 
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HOW DO 


YOU THINK 
WE COM- 
MUNICATE? 
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HERE 
WE 


GO. 
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KOJIRO 
DOESN'T 
CARE FOR 
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TRY TO 
INTIMIDATE 
US WITH 
YOUR 
NUMBERS &f 








f 4203 The Day After 
Tomorrow 














ASK ‘&~ 
IS Te KS 


US TO “SY 
RECONSIDER. 





GET CARRIED 
AWAY! 























WOULD HE 
APPROACH A 
MAN WHO'S | fj 

DOWN ON 
HIS KNEES. 


ANSWER 
ME! 








ITS ALL 
OVER, I 
PROMISE TO 
ACCEPT 
YOUR 
CHALLENGE. y 

















HE'S LIPSET, 
EVEN I 
HAVE 
TROUBLE. 





KOJIRO 
MIGHT 
APPRECIATE 
THAT. 

















KOJIRO 
CAN 
BEAT 
MUSASHI. 








i 


tae Vere aa a 








IS KILLED 
THE DAY 


AFTER 
TOMORROW... 





THE TEN 
SWORDSMEN \-> 
OF THE 
YOSHIOKA 
MUST 
NOT... 











you 
DRINK, 
MUSASHI? 


TM 
BEING 
VERY 
‘SINCERE. 





THERE'S 
NO WAY 
YOU CAN 
AVOID THIS 
FIGHT THAT'S 
TO OCCUR THE 
DAY AFTER 
TOMORROW f, 


ACTUALLY 
CUT SOME- 














THIS 
SPIRAL 
OF DEATH 
AND 
KILLING. 











OF EXHAUS- 
TION. 











ACTUALLY, 
I IMAGINE 
IT DOES 
MORE 
HARM 


WHETHER 
YOU LOSE 
OR WIN 
SUCH A 















AND AS 
THE MAN YS 
WHO SHARPENS 
THIS BLADE, 
TM JUST AS 


PERHAPS 





y IVE 
RETIRED, 
me a 
| HE MANY HAVE 
AT MY 5 e BEEN KILLED 
3 2 BY THE 
SWORDS I'VE 
SHARPENED... 


CUTS ALL 
THE MORE 


AT LEAST 
SEVERAL 
HUNDRED... 











--YOU 
SIT THERE 


AND SHARPEN 


THE SULLIED 
SWORD OF AN 
UNKNOWN 
SWORDSMAN 
LIKE ME? 


I HEARD 
YOU REFUSED 
TO SHARPEN 
A SWORD OF 

THE TOKU- 

GAWA'S. 





SERVED 
MUSASHI 
YOUR 
DINNER. 





I CANT KEEP 
\ UP WITH YOU. 


THIS FRIEND 

I GREW UP 

WITH NAMED 
TAKEZO. 


THERE'S \ 
SO MUCH 
T WANT 
To TELL 
YOU... 





HA HA HA. 7 
STOP IT! 














ARE WE 
FRIENDS? 


I GET 
ANXIOIUS 
WHEN I 
THINK 
ABOUT 
yOu. 





ain AND 
ARE WE FEEL 
REALLY Abe) , PATHETIC. 


FRIENDS | 
? 





WHEN I 

AM HERE 

LIKE THIS 
WITH KOJIRO, 
I FEEL LIKE 

TM FINE 

THE WAY 

I AM. 

























THAT 
SAMURAI... 





IM il] 
SORRY ||| HE NEVER 
IT TOOK TOLD ME 





" HIS NAME. 























ON, 
LETS 
DRINK! 





YOUR 


DAYS ARE 
NUMBERED 
ANYWAY. 
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Vagabond 


YOUR 
DAYS ARE 
NUMBERED 














EVERYTHING UEDA SAID 
SOMETHING 
WOULD BE 
OVER IN BOUT... 
A COUPLE if 
DAYS. 


IF THEY'RE 
GOING TO 
FIGHT HIM IN 
TWO DAYS, WHY 
DID HE WELCOME 
KOJIRO_ AS 
A GUEST: 





THATS 
WHERE 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO 
ENTERS THE 
PICTURE. 








TAKEZO 
AGAINST... 








THAT'S WHY 
I REFUSED 
TEYASU. 


HE 
DOESN'T 
KNOW 
WHY YOU 
RETIRED. 
SHARPENED 
SWORDS FOR | 4] 
GENERA- 





THIRTY... 


TECHNIQUE 
IMPROVED. 


I WAS 
BORN A 
SHARPENER. 
T GREW UP 
SURROUNDED 
BY SWORDS. 
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THAT 


IN ITSELF 
IS NOT 
A BAD 
THING. 


A 
BLUENESS 
RICHER 
THAN THE 
SUMMER 
SKY. 


THE 
SWORD WAS 
EVERYTHING 

TO ME. I 
MEASURED 
EVERYTHING 





I COULDNT 
BE SATISFIED 
NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
SWORDS I 
SHARPENED. 


BEAUTIFUL 
BECAUSE OF 
ITS PURPOSE 


CAUSE I WAS 
SURROUNDED 


-IN 
ORDER 
TO MAKE 
A SWORD 
BEAUTIFUL... 





IT HAD 
TO CEASE 
BEING A 















STRIVING 
TO BE AN 

UNPARALLELED 
FIGHTER. 












DIDN'T 
I TELL 
you? 






INVINCIBLE 
IS JUST 
A WORD. 





















You 
HAVE THE 
URGE TO 
WIELD A 
SWORD? 








BECAUSE 
IT IS SUCH 
A CENTRAL 

PART OF 
THEIR EXIST 

ENCE. 








/ _ AVOIDS 
THE USE OF 
EXTRANEOUS 

HUES... 


INTERESTED IN 
FURTHERING 











INTERESTED IN 
SHARPENING 
FOR THE 


AND I 
ALSO 
BELIEVE 


AT'S X 
ACCEPTABLE 
TO KILL, IF 
ITS AN ACT 
COMMITTED 
IN PURSUIT 


















YOURS 
IS ONLY 

THE SECOND 
SWORD IVE 
SHARPENED 
SINCE I'VE 
GONE INTO 
RETIREMENT. 



























7 THIS IS THE Ye 
MAN WHO IS | 
ABOUT TO FIGHT ing 


OF KYOTO'S 
ATTENTION? 





MUSASHI? © 
AY 


mk 























KOJIRO TEACH 
ANYONE A 
THING. 





BUT 
THEY CAN'T 
LET THE 
"STAND-IN" 
KOJIRO LIVE 
EITHER. WHICH 
MEANS THE 
SCHOOL WILL 
MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO 
KILL BOTH OF 


WHATEVER 


LET THE 

“LOSER™ 

MUSASHI 
LIVE... 


THEN 


THEY'LL SPREAD 4 


WORD OF HOW 
DENSHICHIRO- 
OUGHT 


Fe 
AND WON 


THE MATCH. 3 
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THERE'S NO 
POINT IN BEING 
HERE NOW THAT 
WE KNOW WHAT 

THEIR INTEN- 

TIONS ARE...! 4 




































































YOU OF 
ALL PEOPLE 
SHOULD 
KNOW 
ME. 








AS KEMPO'S 
SON, I 
DON'T PLAN 
ON SULLYING 


OUR FAMILY'S 
REPUTATION! 


REFERRING 
TO 
SEIJORO... 





TRYING 
TO 
®\ PROTECT... 


THAT'S 
EXACTLY 
WHAT YOUR 





4 STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD 
HONESTY 

IS NO 

VIRTUE! 








SACRIFICED 
HIS ARM FOR 
THE SAKE 
OF MY 





















































AND 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO... 


IF I 
RETURN TO 
WHO I WAS 


Psuar CANED 
COUR: . Day... 





























| 





AND TLL 

NEVER BE 
ABLE TO 
GET IT 


BACK. 















































Et ee KEMPO SENSEI 
: LEFT BEHIND 
ONLY ONE 


























a }, COMMAND 
TO SEIJIRO, 
A WORD 
OF LAW se 
FOR THE NEW = 
HEAD OF THE e 
SCHOOL. . 
oe 





“FIGHT 
ONLY THOSE 
WHOSE 
DEFEAT IS 
) ABSOLUTELY 
\ CERTAIN.” 





BANISH 
YOU. 














About the Author 


VAGABONO was created by Takehiko nove, author 
of the bestseling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 milion copes in print worldwide. Critically 
acclaimed Inve received the 2000 Media Arts 
Award for manga from the Japanese Ministry of 
Culture as well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for 
best manga for his work on VAGABONO. In 2002, 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka Award 
for best manga, and in 2003, Inove was nominated 
for a 2003 Eisner Award for best wrter/artist. To 
date VAGABOND has sold over 22 milion copies 
throughout the word. In addition to his numerous 
manga tiles, nove also created the character 
designs forthe PlayStation basketball game, ONE 
ON ONE. 


About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Tokehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Ej 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHL is a fictional account 
of the lfe of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author ofthe 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
‘RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
a “swordsaint” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, whichis typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords simultaneously—hoing 
the long sword with the right hand and the short 
‘sword with the let. Musashi was also a master of 
‘the “gentler arts"he was a master of sumie (black 
ink drawings), metahworkng, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY 
directed by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro 
Mifune, were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASH! 
Inspired by the huge success of VAGABOND in 
Japan, in 2003 NHK produced the historical period 
drama MUSASHL. Also based on Yoshikawa's novel 
this drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa 
as Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu 








A note on names: 


‘The names presented within the context of this 
‘manga are presented inthe traitional Jap 
order—surname followed by first name, “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashi last name end “Musashi” is 
his fist name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABONO, however, has been presented first 
name frst, ast name second. “Takehiko is the 
author's first name and “Inoue is his last name. 





Glossary and Extraneous Background Information 


A Brief Historical Overview 

‘The Sengoku (warring states) period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of chaos and 
conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the shogunate, had 
grown increasingly weak and the land was effectively ruled autonomously by 
numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to expand their spheres of control, the 
daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One daimyo in particular, Oda 
Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly 
successful, by the time of his assassination in 1582, he managed to control 
approximately one-third of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi 
Hideyoshi, became Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. 
Through a process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating a 
federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590, order was restored to Japan under 
Hideyoshi’s rule. Hideyoshi’s death in 1598, however, presented the question of 
‘succession. Most of the daimyo from the domains in the west remained loyal to the 
Toyotomi Clan and its 5-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, 
however, leading the major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, challenged the 
Toyotomi clan's leadership. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara 
(1600) in Mino (located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa 
claimed an overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would 
effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years. The political stability that resulted put 
mass numbers of samurai out of work. Masterless samurai, known as ronin, were 
forced to wander the land to seek out employment. This, the beginning of the Edo 
Period (1600-1868), set the stage for many of the period dramas and chambara 
swortfighting films that have popularized the image of the samurai to a Western 
audience. 





Famed artist and calligrapher who co-founded an influential arts movement called 
the Rinpa School. Koetsu was involved in numerous fields including tea ceremony, 
pottery, and calligraphy. In addition, Koetsu succeeded the line of his family's 
ancestral business of sword polishing and appraisals. 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Hoin In‘ei (1821-1607) of Hozoin Temple, 
which was a sub-temple of Kofukuji Temple in Nara. This spear technique is typified 
by quick dexterous movements rather than the use of brute force, 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Itto-ryu school of sword fighting. Before establishing his own style, 
Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo-ryu style of sword fighting 
under Kanemaki Jisai's instruction. 


Rengeoin 
Located in eastern Kyoto, Rengeoin Temple is more commonly referred to as 


Sanjusangendo. The main hall of Rengeoin features an amazing display of 1001 
Kannon Buddhist statues. 


Sasaki Kojiro (dates unknown) 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi, Kojiro is believed to have studied the 
Chujo-ryu style of swordsmanship under the instruction of either Toda Seigen or 
Kanemaki Jisai Kojiro was renowned for his 7Subame-gaeshi, or “swallow-cut” 
technique which was inspired by the movement of a swallow in flight. 


Shinmen Takezo 
Miyamoto Musashi’s boyhood name. 


Sottaku 
A zen term used to describe a disciple and his master in perfect sync when the time 
is right for the disciple to awaken to enlightenment. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

‘A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he was 
appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji. Takuan was an 
important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice was sought by influential 
‘and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa 

lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen and swordsmanship 
entitled THE UNFETTERED MIND has become an influential treatise in both the areas 
of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon radish, fakuan, also bears his 
name 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1827-1606) was the founder of the famed Yagyu- 
Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenori (1871-1646) was one of 
Tokugawa's key generals at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as 
the official fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 the Yagyu were 
appointed as the ometsuke-responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Although 
the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LONE WOLF AND CUB as the 
plotters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general Japanese popular culture take on 
the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenori’s son, Yagyu Jubei 
(1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the people from evildoers 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the founder of 
the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo mastered the 
Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it to form the Yoshioka style. In 
the context of Inoue's VAGABOND, as well as in Yoshikawa’s MUSASHI, Yoshioka 
Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons, who are historically thought to have 
dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions. 


jient of the 2000 Kodansha Award for Best Manga 
Winner of the 2002 Tezuka Osamu Cultural Award 
Nominated for a 2003 Eisner Award for Best Writer/Artist 


“,,.reads like an Akira Kurosawa film captured on the printed page.” 
—Cliff Biggers, Comics Buyer's Guide 


...an extremely satisfying comics experience.” 
—Tony Isabella, Comics Buyer's Guide 


“This really is one of the best comics 
currently being produced.” 
—Greg McElhatton, icomics.com 


The highly anticipated return of Vagabond—the story of the life and 
times of Miyamoto Musashi, a man striving for enlightenment by 
way of the sword, destined to become the most renowned samurai 
of all time! 


When the elder disciples of the Yoshioka Dojo realize that their 
leader, Yoshioka Denshichiro, is no match for Musashi, they come up 
with a dishonorable plan—to hire Sasaki Kojiro, a deaf-mute 
swordsman with a reputation as fierce as Musashi’s, to fight their 
battle for them. Thus begins the saga of the greatest duel in 
Japanese history. 
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